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Restrictions 

1. What was announced? 

We’ve always said that adhering to restrictions and undertaking the biggest testing blitz in the country would 

mean we had options and now, following National Cabinet’s decisions on Friday, we can outline what’s next 

for Victoria.  

We will take the first step to begin gradually easing coronavirus restrictions from 11:59pm this Tuesday 

night (12 May 2020). 

Since the commencement of these restrictions, we’ve been telling Victorians there are only four reasons to 

be out: shopping for food and supplies, medical and caregiving, exercise, and study or work – if you can’t do 

it from home.  

Today – thanks to the efforts of Victorians and so many Victorians getting tested – there’s now a fifth reason 

to leave home: visiting friends and family.   

Small outdoor gatherings of up to 10 people will be allowed, as will having up to five visitors to a home. 

Outdoor community sport and recreation will also be allowed in small groups of up to 10.  

We are keeping groups relatively small, sports and recreation activities are to be done outdoors, and 

physical distancing measures still apply. We know that these are all very important to Victorians, and they 

pose a lower risk to people’s health. 

We’re also asking Victorians to limit their visits and activities to people they know – because contact tracing 

will be essential to containing outbreaks and letting us take the next step.  

But I want to take the opportunity to remind you: just because you can do something; doesn’t mean you 

should.  We don’t want to give away all of our hard-earned gains and our progress in flattening the curve. 

Use your judgement. Use your common sense. Fundamentally our message has not changed. If you can stay 

home, you must.  

 

2. What restrictions are changing? 

From 11.59pm this Tuesday night (12 May 2020) there’s now a fifth reason to leave home: visiting friends 

and family, and outdoor recreational activities will now be permitted alongside exercise. 

The key aspects of these new directions will be: 

• Outdoor gatherings will be permitted with up to 10 people. This is 10 people, including members of 

a household or otherwise. 

• Indoor gatherings will be permitted with five visitors able to visit the normal residents of a 

household. This means that if there are two people who normally live in a household, five additional 

people can visit those two. 

• The permission to leave the house for exercise will be expanded to include recreation. This means 

that people will now be permitted to go for a family picnic, play golf, hunt and fish. People will be 

able to do these activities in groups of up to 10 people outside, but the requirements on physical 

distancing remain. 

• For weddings, 10 guests, plus the couple and the celebrant will be allowed and for funerals, 20 

people will be allowed at an indoor ceremony and 30 people at an outdoor one. This is in addition to 

the minimum people required to conduct the funeral. 



 
 

• Religious gatherings and ceremonies will be permitted with up to 10 people, plus the minimum 

people required to perform the ceremony. 

• Hairdressers will remain open, but with a new requirement to record the contact details of clients. 

However, for all of these changes it is important that people continue to practice social distancing and keep 

1.5 metres distance, practice good hygiene and cough etiquette and stay home if you are unwell. 

 

3. Why are you doing this now? 

Testing over the last two weeks has provided us with a better sense of how the virus is spreading in the 

community and this has provided us with the assurance that we are able to lift some restrictions.  

We have successfully managed to slow the spread of the virus in Victoria. We have always said that we were 

likely to be living with this virus for some time. At every step we will act to ensure that we are on the front 

foot, and ready to ensure that we can make the best decisions for all Victorians.  

There have been outbreaks in Victoria and other states recently and it is possible that they will happen 

again; however, the risk of an outbreak is not a reason not to ease restrictions where we are able. 

We have expanded our health system capacity including, utilising private hospital capacity and we now have 

the required public health preconditions and controls in place to test more people, trace those who test 

positive and respond to local outbreaks when they occur.  

 

4. Why are we waiting till Wednesday to ease restrictions? 

All decisions that we have made on restrictions have provided some advance notice to give people time to 

become aware of the changes before they ‘go live.’ This is particularly important for more substantial 

changes and this announcement is consistent with that approach, for example giving Parks Victoria time to 

safely reopen some National Parks.  

It’s also important for enforcement that there is a clear changeover time, from which point the rules are 

different. Other jurisdictions have adopted this approach – for example New South Wales has made 

announcements about changes in that state which don’t come into force until Friday.  

 

5. Why is Victoria not implementing all the Step 1 easing decided by National Cabinet? 

A key component of National Cabinet’s decision is that States and Territories will ease restrictions when it is 

appropriate for each jurisdiction to do so. This is consistent with the approach that jurisdictions have been 

taking throughout this pandemic.  

As we have seen in the last week or so, the Northern Territory has wound back restrictions faster than other 

states and territories but they also haven’t had a new case in over a month.  

We and NSW have many more incidences of community transmission and this is one of the aspects that 

differentiates us from other states and territories.  

The changes announced today are appropriate for the specific circumstances facing Victoria. Here in Victoria 

we are still asking people to stay at home. People must continue to work from home if they can and cafés 

and restaurants aren’t opening yet.  

This is a cautious next step, which we do not take lightly. We are continually reviewing the circumstances 

and taking expert advice and we will make appropriate adjustments when the time comes. 



 
 

 

6. What does the 3-step framework for a COVID Safe Australia mean for Victoria?   

National Cabinet has agreed to a three-step framework to gradually ease the restrictions put in place to 

prevent the spread of coronavirus. 

The framework provides us with a guide, and all jurisdictions are working to the same end point of 

minimising the spread and impact of coronavirus. 

Under this framework, each State and Territory Government will decide which restrictions can be eased and 

when, based on public health advice and local circumstances. This means that States and Territories will 

move at different speeds depending on their situation. 

 

7. What evidence are you using to make the decision to ease restrictions? 

Victoria’s Chief Health Officer is guided by the very best medical advice and current epidemiological data. 

The exceptional job Victorians have done in following the rules means we have flattened the curve. The two-

week testing blitz has shown promising signs of limited community transmissions and the low number of 

active cases across the state is being well managed. 

The status of the virus in Victoria, coupled with the data from Victoria and other jurisdictions means we are 

in a position to slowly and cautiously ease restrictions. 

We will continue to monitor the situation. We continually assess the testing results, the rates of community 

transmission and our outbreak control response. If at the end of the month we continue to see small case 

numbers and low community transmission, we may be able to ease restrictions further. If this transmission 

and other data is concerning, we may hold or look at where further changes may be required. 

 

8. Why isn't Victoria opening retail stores if other states and territories are? Will this prolong the 

economic impact? 

A number of retail stores are able to be open provided that they comply with additional measures such as 

the density requirements, physical distancing, and cleaning practices. 

In any changes we make to restrictions, our intention is to be able to keep moving forward. If we are too 

bold in this process, we risk having to shut down again and shut down harder. That is a much worse outcome 

for the economy and businesses are much less likely to be able to survive that. 

 

9. Will all national parks reopen? 

From Wednesday a number of national parks will be opened and recreational activities including walking, 

hiking, fishing and boating are permitted but gatherings cannot exceed 10 people.  

However, some popular sites like the Buccan Caves  and 12 Apostles lookouts won't re-open yet because we 

can't enforce the necessary social distancing, and no camping is permitted anywhere.  

A full list of sites is available online. The following sites will remain closed are: 

1. Penguin Viewing St Kilda Pier 

2. 12 Apostles Lookouts  

3. William Ricketts 



 
 

4. Buchan Caves  

5. Princes Margaret Rose Caves 

6. Wonthaggi State Coal Mine  

7. Port Nepean Tunnels 

8. Werribee Mansion  

9. Serendip Sanctuary 

 

10. How will National Cabinet and States conduct their review? 

As the Prime Minister said on Friday, National Cabinet will continue to meet and will continue to review the 

situation, relying on empirical evidence, health, and economic data. These are not formal reviews but 

monitoring and adjusting where appropriate. States are also responsible for monitoring their own situation. 

It is important that enough time is given between individual changes to allow thorough assessment of the 

impact of adjustments.  

This includes waiting two weeks for the incubation period of the virus, to see the impact of the changes and 

then leaving time to analyse and consider the data. 

 

11. What if there is a big outbreak, will this impact restrictions? 

We are deliberately taking a cautious approach so that we are best positioned to continue to move away 

from restrictions rather than toward them.  

However, we will closely monitor the situation and as part of that we will conduct 50,000 more tests this 

week and 150,000 over the next month. 

We are also establishing a new ‘outbreak unit’ within the Department of Health and Human Services’ as part 

of this new rapid response outbreak squads will be established in the next week to deal with cases and 

outbreaks as quickly as possible and will remain in place for the rest of the year. 

The new teams will be established to support local testing, infection prevention, and control and outbreak 

management where and when it’s most needed. This will help ensure an effective public health response on 

the ground through local services and communities, facilities and alongside businesses. 

However, if transmission of the virus increases to the point where the most appropriate thing to do is to 

revert to more restrictive rules, then we will not hesitate to make decisions that will keep Victorians safe. 

It’s up to all of us to stop this from happening by following the rules and staying apart. 

 

12. When will you next ease restrictions? 

These restrictions will be in place until the end of this month (31 May). As we get closer to the end of the 

month, we will review the state of emergency and the restrictions that we have in place.  

We are constantly monitoring the situation but it is important that enough time is given between individual 

changes to allow thorough assessment of the impact of adjustments on the spread of the virus.  

This includes waiting two weeks for the incubation period of the virus, to see the impact of the changes and 

then leaving time to analyse and consider the data. This is why we will conduct another 150,000 tests over 

the next month. 



 
 

We will review the data and health advice and then make further announcements about what will happen 

for the month ahead. 

 

13. When will they come into force and how long will they last? 

The change to restrictions will come into force from 11.59pm on Tuesday, 12 May 2020 and will be in place 

until 11:59pm on Sunday, 31 May 2020.  

 

14. Can I have more than one set of visitors to my house a day? 

Yes. But we need to be clear. This is not an invitation to host a dinner party every night of the week.  

It's not about having a rotating roster of acquaintances and associates – or your third best friend from 

primary school – over for a visit.  

This is about seeing those you need to – if you need to. We're asking Victorians to limit their circle to just 

family and friends – because contact tracing will be essential to containing outbreaks and letting us take the 

next step.  

You should ask yourself if having visitors is necessary or if you could use video conferencing, phone calls, text 

message or social media to stay in touch with people. 

 

15. How far can I travel to visit someone? 

You can travel locally to visit friends, family or a partner within Victoria. Victorians are being asked to 

practice common sense when it comes to visiting friends and family, especially those who are more 

vulnerable. You should think about using video, phone, text message and social media to stay in touch. 

We should also avoid unnecessary travel within Australia. States and territories have individual quarantine 

arrangements in place, and some may require a 14-day quarantine period for travellers coming from 

Victoria. 

 

16. Are hunting, fishing, sailing, golfing allowed? 

Yes, under the new directions, outdoor recreation activities will be allowed.  

The 10 person limit will apply to all activities outdoors, including members of the same household. 

Recreation activities can only occur within this limit and if you can keep 1.5 metres distance between 

yourself and others.  

This means that hunting, fishing, sailing, golfing and other activities are allowed although there are steps you 

must take to keep yourself safe, including minimising the sharing of equipment, and not using club facilities 

except for toilets.  

In line with travel restrictions, you are encouraged to stay close to home. 

 

17. Can I drive to the coast for a surf? 

Yes. 



 
 

 

18. Can I drive a bit further to go on walks now while continuing to social distance? 

Victorians are being asked to use common sense when it comes to travelling, if you can walk or exercise near 

your home, you should. 

 

19. Can I go for a drive? Is there a limit to how far I can drive? 

The first point is that the message has not changed, if you can stay home you must. 

We need to make sure our first steps are careful and considered and we are asking Victorians to use their 

judgement when they decide whether to leave the house. 

But yes, you can go for a drive and there is no limit to how far you can drive. We are encouraging people to 

continue to be mindful of their travel and to not leave the house unless they feel that they must. 

 

20. Can you go for a driving lesson? 

Yes. 

 

21. Are public playgrounds open again? 

No, playgrounds will remain closed for the time being.  

 

22. What does this mean for AFL/NRL? 

Professional sporting clubs will be allowed to use otherwise restricted facilities such as pools, gyms, arenas, 

stadiums etc for professional sports use only (without the public), as this is their workplace. 

They must have exclusive use of the facility at the time of use and take all reasonable steps to manage public 

health risks for users.   

We’ve been working with the AFL, NRL and other professional sporting codes on their plans and they’ll have 

more to say about what each of them is doing very soon. 

 

23. What does this mean for exercise and community sport? 

The permission to leave the house for exercise will be expanded to include recreation. Outdoor non-contact 

sporting activity is allowed for up to 10 people (or people of the same household). 

However, this activity must be reasonably capable of being done with people spaced 1.5 metres apart. This 

means no tackling and competitions cannot resume. 

So even with the obstruction rule in netball, it involves a lot of contact within 1.5 metres and is still not 

allowed.  

 



 
 

24. Why can professional sports resume full training before community sports? 

Professional sport can resume full training and will not have restrictions on the use of indoor facilities ahead 

of other groups in the community. The professional nature of these sports, where playing sport is also going 

to work, means that there are more processes and resources in place to ensure that players and officials 

conduct activities in a safe way that limits the spread of coronavirus.  

Professional sports clubs, as employers, have a duty of care to ensure that they create a workplace that is 

safe for their staff. That’s why, prior to resuming training, we have asked professional sporting clubs to 

develop a risk management plan that details how their practices will keep both their employees and the 

broader community safe. 

We will continue to work closely with State Sporting Associations to resume activity, in line with the public 

health advice. 

 

25. How can public libraries and community centres open again? Don’t books carry the virus? 

Public libraries and community centres will only be able to open for the purpose of hosting an essential 

public service or a support group. They are not open for general public access. 

A limit of 10 people will apply, plus people reasonably necessary for the purpose of conducting the group. 

The density requirement, physical distancing, cleaning and disinfection, and record keeping will be required. 

Sports in community centres are not permitted. 

 

26. Are drive-in cinemas open?  

Drive-in cinemas remain closed. 

Drive-in cinemas still pose a public health risk due to the potential number of people and groups gathering 

closely at the same location.  Restricting drive-in cinemas also ensures consistency with the closure of all 

other cinemas.   

 

27. I live in Melbourne, I have family in Lorne. Can I visit the beach while I'm down there? 

Yes. 

 

28. Does a baby/ child count as a person when it comes to the limit? 

Yes. 

 

29. Can prayer groups recommence if they abide by social distancing? 

Worship or pre-arranged religious ceremonies will be allowed for up to 10 people, plus the minimum 

number of people required to conduct the ceremony.  

The density requirement, physical distancing, cleaning and disinfection, and record keeping will be required. 

Multiple ceremonies will be able to be held, so long as these requirements are met. 

 



 
 

30. If lots of people go out won’t there be mass gatherings by default? 

These changes mean that groups of 10 people will be allowed to gather in open spaces, but we most 

definitely don’t want to see a return to some of the scenes we had on beaches earlier in the year.  

It’s why we’re reminding Victorians: even though you can, doesn’t mean you should. Just because it’s legal – 

doesn’t mean it’s smart and doesn’t mean it’s right.  

Use your judgement. Use your common sense. Think about the safety of the people you love. 

Victoria Police will continue to monitor activities to ensure compliance. 

 

31. Can I share my small tinny boat with a mate? 

Yes. Groups of 10 people may gather in an outdoor space, provided that they can maintain physical 

distancing practices, including the 1.5 metre rule. You can have two mates in a tinny, however you cannot 

have 10 mates in a tinny as you would not all be able to be 1.5m apart. 

 

32. Can businesses ask for my personal details as a condition of entry? 

Some businesses, such as hairdressers, will now be required to take your details to comply with the new 

direction. This is to ensure that if an outbreak occurs, we are positioned the best we can be to conduct 

contact tracing and to limit the spread of the virus. 

It is the responsibility of the business to keep that information safe, as per normal practices with personal 

information. 

 

33. How many people from different households can be in the same car? 

Driving is a permitted activity and there is no restriction on who can be in a car to travel but the five reasons 

to leave home remain in place. We are asking people to use their common sense, to practice good hygiene, 

and to stay home if you feel unwell. 

 

34. Can I travel interstate? 

Victoria has not introduced border controls. We are encouraging all Victorians to only travel if and when 

they absolutely must. Travel to some states may require quarantine or other measures within that State’s 

borders and I can’t comment on those restrictions. 

 

35. What is happening with duck hunting? 

The changes to restrictions mean that people will now be able to participate in duck hunting season. The 

season commenced on 2 May 2020 and will finish on 8 June 2020 as per the published season dates. 

The 10 person limit will apply and physical distancing and hygiene practices are required. Make no mistake 

that if there are gatherings of more than 10 people that are linked to duck hunting, we will consider closing 

the season early. More information will be made available about the season on the Game Management 

Authority website. 



 
 

36. Can I go stay in an Airbnb for a mini-break? 

No - travelling on a mini-break is not a reason to leave your home. You also cannot go away overnight 

camping or hiking. Travelling to your holiday house is still permitted if you own, or often reside at the 

specific premises. 

37. Can I stay the night at my friend’s house? 

You should not stay overnight at a friend or family member's house, unless it is for a care, compassionate, or 

emergency reason. 

This is about seeing those you need to – if you need to. It's important that people still limit their travel and 

minimise the potential spread of the virus. It is not the time to be travelling long distances to visit family and 

friends if you need to stop and stay overnight. You should also ask yourself if having visitors is necessary or if 

you could use video conferencing, phone calls, text message or social media to stay in touch with people. 

38. How will you enforce this the restrictions? 

The existing arrangements for enforcing CHO directions will remain. Victoria Police has established a squad 
of five hundred officers to enforce containment measures that have been put in place to combat the 
coronavirus.  
 
Police can issue on the spot fines of up to $1,652 for individuals and up to $9,913 for businesses for:  
 

• Refusing or failing to comply with the emergency directions;   
• Refusing or failing to comply with a public health risk power direction  
• Refusing or failing to comply with a direction by the CHO to provide information  

Bigger fines of up to $20,000 for individuals and $100,0000 for businesses are possible through the courts.  

For example, if two households attend a picnic in the park and one household has five people and another 

has six people, then that would be a gathering of 11 people and Victoria Police would have the ability to 

issue fines on the attendees. Similarly, the limit of 10 people at a real estate auction (in addition to those 

running the auction) would be in breach of the directions and could lead to fines. 

Fines will also still be able to be issued for any businesses who allow sit down meals in breach of the 

restrictions on cafes and restaurants.  

 

 

39. When will schools open? 

We are reviewing the options available to support students back to school in a way that is safe for students, 

teachers and parents.  

We will have more to say about this soon. 

We are constantly monitoring the situation. We continually assess the testing results, the rates of 

community transmission and our outbreak control response. 

 

40. When can people start working back on site? 

To protect our health system and save lives, the Victorian Government has implemented a range of 

measures to slow the spread of the virus. 



 
 

Right now, the measures in place are working to protect our health system and save lives.  

We understand that the restrictions to slow the spread of the virus have had a significant impact on 

businesses and workers. 

At this stage, we are still encouraging people to work from home if they can, so we can continue to slow the 

spread of the virus, as we open up our schools and other services.   

We will continue to carefully monitor the health, social and economic impacts of all our measures. 

 

Outbreak Unit 

41. What are you announcing? 

Consistent with the outcomes of National Cabinet, we need to continue to have the right controls in place to 

test more people, trace those who test positive and respond to local outbreaks when they occur.  

We are announcing ongoing testing and new rapid response teams will be established to prevent, respond to 

and limit outbreaks as part of a major coronavirus surveillance boost. 

Testing will continue for Victorians with even the mildest of symptoms over the next month, with a target of 

a further 50,000 tests to be conducted over the next week, and 150,000 tests in the next four weeks. 

There will be continued testing at five metropolitan and two regional sites established through the testing 

blitz. 

As part of a new ‘outbreak unit’ within the Department of Health and Human Services, new rapid response 

outbreak squads will be established in the next week to deal with cases and outbreaks as quickly as possible 

and will remain in place for the rest of the year. 

The new teams will be established to support local testing, infection prevention, and control and outbreak 

management where and when it’s most needed. This will help ensure an effective public health response on 

the ground through local services and communities, facilities and alongside businesses. 

 

42. Why are you doing this now? 

The testing blitz has helped us understand how the virus is moving through community – these extra 

measures will ensure we continue to understand its movements and protect Victorians. We have always said 

that we were likely to be living with this virus for some time. 

This is about planning for the long term and ensures we continue to have options. We don’t have a cure for 

this virus yet. We must plan to ensure Victorians stay safe and that we have the best possible information to 

stage future actions.   

The dedicated outbreak management unit and rapid response outbreak squad teams, staffed by public 

health specialists and clinicians, will contain outbreaks if they occur and help stop them happening in the 

first place. 

 

 



 
 

43. What has the blitz shown us?  

As of 10 May, nearly 123,000 tests results have been processed. We have had 30 positive results that were 

not associated with a known outbreak or testing of returned travellers quarantined in hotels.  

Contact tracing investigations are continuing, but 24 are identified as community transmission, 2 are under 

investigation and 4 are from known close contacts. 

 These numbers demonstrate the ongoing importance of continued testing in our community, ensuring we 

can effectively track and trace cases and helping to inform our decisions into the future. 

As part of the blitz, 37,000 healthcare workers in Victoria’s public and private healthcare system were 

tested. As at 9May, from results returned so far, only two healthcare workers from our hospitals has tested 

positive during the testing blitz, the safeguards which have been put in place are protecting them. 

 

44. When will the outbreak management unit and rapid response outbreak squads be up and running? 

Planning is underway to rapidly implement, operate and resource the new outbreak unit and rapid response 

outbreak squads so they can effectively support the public health response and the community.  

The Department is establishing the first teams this week and, based on our analysis of results from the 

testing blitz, we will determine the final number of teams needed for this new program.  

 

45. Will they visit all workplaces with a suspected case or only those deemed an outbreak? 

It will be based on a risk assessment.  

If the public health team think an area or workplace is at risk based on the information they have collected 

through contact tracing they will attend on that location to provide rapid assistance including contract 

tracing, testing and response support. 

 

46. How many people and who will be in the rapid response outbreak squads? 

As part of a new ‘outbreak management unit’ within the Department of Health and Human Services’ public 

health team, the new rapid response outbreak squads will be staffed by public health specialists and 

clinicians, and ensure appropriate testing, contact tracing and deep cleaning is carried out as soon as a 

cluster is identified.  

The rapid response outbreak squads will consist of a mobile service including public health specialists and 

clinicians who will provide expert support on the ground to prevent and control an outbreak.  

These may include staff trained in contact tracing, infection prevention and control, testing and 

epidemiology, depending on what is needed in each situation.  

 

47. Where will the rapid response outbreak squads go? 

The rapid response outbreak squads will work as part of our state-wide prevention and control effort, 

supporting local efforts to prevent, test and respond to coronavirus. They will focus also on preventing 

transmission where risk is highest and protecting our most vulnerable, for example in the elderly.   



 
 

The mobile testing teams will stand ready to be deployed there is a spike in case numbers. It is too soon to 

tell exactly where at this point. 

 

48. How will this be different to what has happened in the past when there has been an outbreak or case 

identified at a workplace? 

This dedicated outbreak management unit will focus on outbreaks and rapidly responding to outbreaks if 

they occur and to help stop them happening in the first place. 

Having teams “in the field” to support local services, workplaces, facilities and communities will ensure 

information and assistance is tailored to meet the specific needs and challenges of an outbreak. These teams 

will be linked to the central public health activities of the department.  

They will also ensure testing, contact tracing, deep cleaning and other public health actions happen 

immediately on site as required.  

 

49. What prevention work will the public health teams do? 

As part of expanded resting and surveillance the rapid response squads will also have an outreach role to 

help spot and stop the spread of coronavirus. Different types of workplaces and parts of the community 

need to be able to access public health support and expertise when as soon as possible if it is needed, for 

example during an outbreak, to make decisions to protect themselves and protect the safety of their 

workers, clients and their community. 

The teams will reinforce prevention, education and planning work with settings and facilities that may be 

higher risk sites for transmission, building our resilience to the virus and increasing our ability to control its 

spread.  

The team will also be deployed to cases and outbreaks to provide expert support for local service responses 

– this could include testing, contact tracing, deep cleaning and other public health actions. 

 

50. What will happen to testing clinics established during the testing blitz? 

During the testing blitz, we stood up several pop-up clinics.  

The testing blitz has helped us understand how the virus is moving through community – these extra 

measures will ensure we continue to understand its movements and protect Victorians. 

Testing will continue for Victorians with even the mildest of symptoms over the next month, with a target of 

a further 50,000 tests to be conducted over the next week, and 150,000 tests over the next phase of easing 

restrictions. 

Five metropolitan and three regional sites will continue to operate over at least the next four weeks as we 

continue to analyse the data generated from tests undertaken during the blitz. 

The pop-up testing sites that will continue for at least the next four weeks are:  

• Bunnings West Footscray; 

• Chadstone SC; 

• Highpoint SC,  

• Westfield Fountain Gate SC;  

• Northland SC; and 



 
 

• 3 regional retail sites in Morwell, Shepparton and Torquay.  
 

These sites have been selected to continue as they recorded a high number of tests over the past two weeks. 

They are accessible and remain a safe location to continue pop-up testing.  

 

51. How many testing clinics will remain? 

There are currently more than 60 health service, community health and GP clinic locations across the state 

where people can be tested. These fixed sites will continue to test people who are not feeling well and who 

have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19).  

This is in addition to the five metropolitan and three regional pop-up sites which will continue to operate as 

we continue to analyse the data generated from tests undertaken during the blitz. 

Victorians can stay updated about where to get tested online: via www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au or by calling 

the 24-hour coronavirus hotline. 

 

52. How long will clinics be in place? 

Testing will run at least until the end of 2020 to continue to give us a clearer picture of how the virus is 

spreading in the community and to maintain a continuing source of evidence.  

 

53. Who will be tested? 

Testing of symptomatic people will be conducted using the testing criteria determined by expert clinicians on 

the ground, and as needed to respond to cases and outbreaks as they occur.  

Testing will be conducted as widely as possible to help spot and stop community transmission.    

 

54. Will specific cohorts be targeted? 

Anyone with even the mildest of symptoms should be tested. Those who are at highest potential risk of 

transmission, for example frontline workers, and vulnerable members of the community will be prioritised 

by our enhanced prevention and control efforts.  

 

55. Are you going to change the testing criteria/do more asymptomatic testing? 

We continue to review and amend our testing criteria on the best available scientific and epidemiological 

evidence. Asymptomatic testing undertaken during the blitz will cease as we analyse the data this has 

generated.  

 

56. What research are you funding? Who will conduct the research? 

We have committed $8 million to research, this includes $6 million for medical and public health research 

for the Peter Doherty Institute for Infection and Immunity, and the Burnet Institute. We have also 

committed $1 million to the Living Evidence Consortium to develop new National COVID-19 guidelines to 

support and protect frontline clinicians.  

http://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/


 
 

 

57. When will wastewater testing start? 

Water Research Australia is coordinating the national approach to sewerage surveillance with the 

department, water utilities and researchers.  

Investigations have commenced with sewage sample collection at limited sites. We continue to develop the 

methodology for testing. The first results can be expected in late May, and broader sampling of Victorian 

sewage treatment plants at the end of June.  

 

58. Are other states doing this level/extent of testing? 

Victoria has led the way with one of the widest approaches to testing in the nation. Increased testing was 

agreed by National Cabinet as a pre-requisite for a potential easing of restrictions.  

Increasing and expanding availability and access to coronavirus testing will give us more evidence and 

therefore options when it comes to slowly lifting restrictions. 

 

59. What is the cost of the test?  

The coronavirus test is free.  

 

60. Can people without a Medicare card or who are on visitor/work/student Visas get tested?  

Yes. People will need to bring one piece of photo identification to the testing site. This will allow visitors and 

those on temporary visas, including students, to be tested.   

 

 




